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Two models of the structural form of small, informal groups are
compared. One, derived by Winship, requires that patterns of social
affiliation be strictly transitive. The other, based on Granovetter’s
ideas about weak and strong ties, requires only a special limited
form of transitivity. When these alternative models are tested with
data on human interaction, it turns out that the Winship model
does not fit the data but that the model developed from Granovet-
ter’s work does.

I. INTRODUCTION

Over the years sociologists have distinguished various kinds, or what
Simmel (1902) called “forms,” of human groups. Among these, one form
in particular has continued to interest investigators for more than a cen-
tury. Groups that are relatively small, informal, and involve close per-
sonal ties—those that Tonnies ([1887] 1940) characterized as based on
Gemeinschaft, Durkheim ([1893] 1933) portrayed as reflecting solidarité
organique, and both Spencer ([1897] 1933) and Cooley (1909) described
as primary-—remain at the core of the discipline.

I am concerned here with groups of this kind, in which individuals are
linked by regular interaction and by positive sentimental ties. In particu-
lar, I focus on the problem of specifying their structure.

Numerous attempts have been made to specify the structure of such
groups in exact terms (Luce and Perry 1949; Festinger 1949; Luce 1950;
Davis 1967; Alba 1973; Winship 1977; Seidman and Foster 1978; Mokken
1979; Seidman 1983a, 1983b; Borgatti, Everett, and Shirey 1990). None
of these attempts, however, has succeeded in capturing sociologists’ intu-
itive ideas about group structure. Typically, the groups uncovered by
these models overlap too much to satisfy intuition. Moreover, they fail
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